
1  Rick began by pointing out that “One of the greatest 
challenges of a new church is having enough spiritual 
veterans to mentor and disciple the spiritually young.” 
With that in mind, who is a “spiritual veteran” that has or 
is mentoring and discipling you? How has that impacted 
your maturity in Christ? Follow up: Read 2 Timothy 2:2. 
Who is someone in the next generation that you are 
helping grow? 

2  A BIG GOAL! Paul’s goal was not just to bring 
people to Christ, but to maturity in Christ. Read 
Colossians 1:28-29. What do you learn here about the 
passion and heart of Paul toward those who were young 
in their faith (see Galatians 4:19 too)? Follow up: How 
can his example influence the way you relate to those 
who are new followers of Jesus? 
  
3  A BIGGER GOSPEL! The gospel is all about grace. 
The gospel is not a method for finding God’s favor; it 
is an invitation to allow God’s favor to find you. Read 
Colossians 1:1-14, 21-23. What positive things does 
Paul point about these followers in verses 3-8 and why 
do you think he begins his letter with these? Follow up: 
What do you notice about the verbs Paul uses for his 
description of the gospel in verses 9-14, 21-23 and how 
do those describe God’s role in our salvation?

4  After reminding us that God is responsible for our 
salvation, Rick went on to say, “And it is worth noting 
that this reconciliation is not through accepting Jesus’ 
teaching or ethic, but by accepting the forgiveness 
made available by his death on a cross.” Read 1 
Corinthians 15:1-4 and Acts 20:24. What resonates 

with you the most about what these passages say 
about the gospel? Follow up: How have the changes 
you’ve had in understanding grace been pivotal to your 
spiritual maturity through the years?

5  A BIGGER GOSPEL! The gospel affects all of 
life. When the roots are healthy fruit will appear. Read 
Colossians 1:6-10. What is one reason some people 
struggle to trust the transforming power of the gospel? 
Follow up: How has the gospel affected an area of your 
life recently? What area of life do you need the Spirit’s 
help with today?

6  A BIGGER GOSPEL! The gospel is for all the 
world. There is no culture that does not need the 
gospel. Read Colossians 1:6, 23. What is so scandalous 
about Paul’s claim here? Follow up: How is the concept 
of “truth” being challenged in our culture today? Why 
is it important for you to believe that some things are 
absolutely and always true?

7  So sow! Read Mark 4:1-20. What strikes you the 
most from this parable? Follow up: Rick emphasized that 

“God sows extravagantly, relentlessly, almost recklessly.” 
What does that teach you about God and how should 
it change the way you sow? Where do you think God 
might be calling you to sow the seed of the gospel?

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Colossians reveals that Paul doesn’t just want to bring people to Christ; He wants 
to bring people to maturity in Christ. And Paul knows the fruits of faith, joy and love 
grow when a disciple is firmly grounded in all that Jesus is. So he calls on believers 
then and now to go deeper in Christ...to be ROOTED.
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