
1  Rick began by pointing out that “Americans will 
spend approximately $3 billion on wrapping paper this 
holiday season. Still, we have our fair share of ‘wrapping 
fails.’” Share a “wrapping fail” that you’ve experienced 
first-hand. 

2  WHAT KIND OF FAITH? Christmas gave birth to a 
scandalous faith. What are some of the reasons many 
think the story of Christmas is foolish? Follow up: What 
does Christmas reveal about God and how has that 
shaped your faith?
  
3  WHAT KIND OF GOD… puts on flesh? The startling 
message of Advent is not just that God came our way; 
it is the way that He came. Read John 1:1, 14. What 
surprises you the most about the way Jesus came into 
our world? Why is that significant to you?

4  WHAT KIND OF GOD… puts up with sinners? If the 
original authors of the Christmas story were making it up, 
they could be accused of doing a terrible job of image 
management. Which details of the Christmas story are 
the most scandalous to you? What do those details 
reveal about God and the type of person Jesus was 
(see John 3:16-17)? Follow up: Why was it scandalous 
to accuse Jesus of being a friend of sinners? Why is that 
actually just what we needed him to be?

5  WHAT KIND OF GOD… puts Himself on a cross? 
Many want a scandal-free Christmas, so they choose 
not to see any connection between his birth and their 
sin. Why is that the case for so many people (what does 
sin imply and suggest)? Follow up: When has it been 
difficult for you to admit your need to be rescued from 
your sin? What was the turning point for you?

6  Read 2 Timothy 1:9-10 and 2 Corinthians 5:21. What 
stands out to you the most from these verses? How 
have these truths impacted the direction of your life?

7  Rick closed by reminding us that the scandal of 
redemption is the redemption of scandal. Why is it 
important to recognize that scandal is not just part of 
the story; scandal is the point of the story? Follow up: 
How would you explain to a friend in a sentence or two 
that the story of Christmas is good news? 

Close by spending some time praying for our Christmas 
Candle Light Services and the people you plan to invite 
(share this page with them -- thehills.org/christmas)

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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The message of Christmas is not just that Jesus came our way; Christmas 
celebrates the way that he came. The way God chose to wrap the greatest gift 
ever says a lot about who He is, and about how valuable we are.
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