
1  What story was especially important to you when 
you were growing up? (This could be the story of a book, 
movie, or even family history). Why did that story matter 
to you?  

2  Read Mark 15:1-32. Count up how many references 
to royalty or Jesus being a king there are. Why do you 
think the gospel writer feels this is important to the 
story? What does it mean to see Jesus as a King? How 
can we see the story of the Kingdom Jesus came with 
(see Mark 1:15) as connected to the story of the cross?
  
3  Read Luke 9:23 and Matthew 10:38. According 
to Jesus, Kingdom life is shaped by the story of the 
cross. The apostle Paul made this plain in Galatians 
2:20. What does it mean to be invited into the story of 
the cross as Jesus’ followers? 

4  Read 1 John 3:16 and Ephesians 5:1. The story of 
the cross leads us to self-giving love. Jesus’ example 
of sacrificial love impacts every facet of our lives. 
(Examples abound: Ephesians 4:32; 2 Corinthians 8:7-9; 
Ephesians 5:25; 1 Peter 2:20-23) What is a particular part 
of your life where you feel a conviction to be shaped by 
the story of the cross?

5  Finish by sharing what stories compete with the story 
of the cross for prominence in your mind and heart. Pray 
for one another, and ask the Spirit to make the story of 
the cross the most important story for your daily life.
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These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Paul said, “I decided to forget everything except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” For four weeks, that’s 
what we’re going to do. Because of what Jesus has done, the Cross has become the prism through which 
we see God, ourselves, and everyone else. The Cross is the hinge point of history. The Cross is the divine 
counter-narrative to the typical script life hands us. The Cross is the greatest offense to a world of people 
who don’t think they need to be saved, and also the greatest offering of God’s love for that same world. 
The Cross is the great equalizer among all humankind. The Cross is the triumph of God. The Cross is the 
decisive victory in the war against sin and death. We are saved and shaped by the Cross.


