
1  Rick began by pointing out that “Perhaps there is no 
greater injustice than to leave the impression that the 
God of the Bible does not care about injustice.” What 
are some examples from scripture and from the story 
of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt that remind you how 
much God cares about delivering people from injustice?  

2  “WHO IS THE LORD?” Read Exodus 5:1-2. What 
does this conversation tell us about who the real tension 
in the story is between? How does that context help 
you better understand how the story plays out? Follow 
up: Read Exodus 3:7-10. What does this passage reveal 
to Moses about who God is? How has this been your 
experience too?
  
3  Rick reminded us that the God of the Bible is a 
God of justice. Read Psalm 89:14. How have you 
experienced that to be good news in your life recently? 
Follow up: Rick went on to say, “We want a God who 
hates injustice, a God who will not allow evil and 
evildoers to just ‘get away with it.’ But we must admit 
that we often struggle with the way God administers 
justice.” How would you respond to that statement and 
how do you deal with that tension? 

4  WHY DID THE LORD…? Why did God harden 
Pharaoh’s heart? Rick pointed out that there are 6 
times in the narrative where it says Pharaoh hardened 
his heart, and 6 times where God is the agent of 
hardening (Exodus 7-11). In what ways was Pharaoh’s 
hard-heartedness a preexisting condition? Note: God 
does not harden Pharaoh’s heart until the sixth plague. 

What does that tell us about God’s character and how 
He works? Follow up: Rick pointed out that God will 
judge the heart that harbors injustice. How have 
you seen or experienced a heart that will not get humble 
get humbled?

5  WHY DID THE LORD…? Why did the plagues 
have to be so devastating? Read Exodus 12:12 and 
Numbers 33:3-4. What insights do these verses give 
you into why the plagues had to be so devastating? 
What did the plagues expose? Follow up: Rick pointed 
out that God will judge false gods that oppress and 
enslave. When has this been true in your life? What false 
gods were exposed and how did you find freedom?

6  WHY DID THE LORD…? Why did God have to kill 
the firstborn? Read Exodus 4:22-23 and Exodus 11:1-8. 
In what ways was the injustice in Egypt located in the 
structure of the culture and not just in a person? Follow 
up: Rick pointed out that God will judge systems that 
perpetuate injustice. What are some examples of how 
you’ve seen injustice to be both personal and structural? 
How have you seen God take notice and care for the 
oppressed in the midst of both types of injustice? How 
do scriptures like Isaiah 1:17 encourage us to respond 
as well?

7  Rick closed by reminding us that God will judge the 
Lamb so that His deliverance is just. Read Revelation 
15:3-4. How does this passage encourage you today? 
Follow up: What is one thing you need to do differently 
as a result of what you learned from this message?    
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Captivity should never be our identity. Using the Exodus story as a platform, 
this series will explore ways God’s people can live fully into the freedom He 
wants them to enjoy.


